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John XIV. i* 

• -7^e helitoe in God^ Believe dtfi 

in Me, 

@HES£ rettiarkabie words of oul* 
I Saviour contain as clbfe an argu- 
I mcntj and as pathetical an, exhor- 
9 tation as can be conceived. We may 
1 them in general terms^ that ajl there is 
a plain gradadon from Natural to RsvEALEd 
Religion, and as there is a real union and bar- 
teo»j» between them, therefore every honeft im- 
partial mindi is, as it were, favourably pre-dlf- 
pofed and induced by the formery fincerely td 
believe and pradife the latter.— —A.nA indeed 
CHRISTIANITYi fuppofing it free from all 
hiixturCs of human invcntioni fuppofing it rightly 
ftatcd and truly explained, is queftionlcfs the 
tnoft reafonable thing in the world. Notljing 
poflibly can be cbnCcived more wiirthy of God- 
On the One ^nd, or more beneficial to Ma(i on 
ihc other: Cbriftianity in this feofe is fo far frorrt 
claihing with the common dictates df reafou and 
tnoralily, that On the ccintrarjr it mutually tllu- 
ilrates them and enforces them. 

To explain .tbefe points effeftually ?rid not 

fiiperficially : to give tolerable light »nd iatif* 
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(faction to the hearer: to harmonize things that 
/ have been lb differently treated, ^nd fo varioufly 
reprefented — is an undertaking only to be jufti- 
ficd by its extraordirt^ ufe and importance, v 

I. Fkfi thep, in or^r to lay a deep and firm 
foundation, ' I fhall atten[i][)t to prove, that 

' ^ ' '.diere h and ought to be a real union and 
harmony betwixt Reafon and Cbrtftianity : 
and that no argument can be drawn from 
.J thc/e?r;w^ (rightly explained and duly limit- 
ed) in dif-fevour of the latier. 

II. Secondly y I ihall confidertheL/^^ oiNature^ 
and of courfe Natural Religion in the fame 
manner. 

III. Thirdly and Laftfyj after reconciling thefe 
great important Points, I ihall endeavour 
to give you a clear idea of the reafonablenefsj 
^t propriety^ the expediency zxidi advantages 

. of Divine Revelation j—— Concluding with 
a few general ufefiil remarks taken from the 
force and nature of the f(»iegoing ilifcomie. 

I. Fttfi then, I am to prove, that there is and 
ought to be a real union and harmony betwixt 
Reafon and Chrijlianity : and that no argument 
can be drawn from ^t farmery (rightly explained 
and duly limited) in dif-favour of the latter. 

And here^ if writers^ at firft fetting out would 
difUnguifh juilly, they ought to coninX^v Reafin in 
three fenfes : 

♦ 7be Reafon rf God : which is in other words, 
liis eternal invariable nec6flary Omnifcience and 
reftitude of a Abg; i The 



\ 



[ i. X 

ITbe Reafon of, ^np : which ib f^r as mora- 
\ Ilty is concerned, is tbaf difibrehce which refults 
from the unchangeable eternal nature of right 
and wrong, 'good and evil 5 

yind the Reafon of Man ; which is that faculty 
whereby every particular perfon compares ideas 
or things, and judges diereby of their agreement 
or difagreement, truth or ^llhood. 

Right attention to thefe diftihftions is of the 
greateft importance : 'Tis in the laft fenfe only 
that ii^^^ is concerned in the prefent debate i 
and even here Reafon muft be confidered, not as 
an unlfprm abftrad: metaf^ylical &cuh:y, but as 
a perjonal thing : aAually exerted, varioufly im- 
parted originally by the author of nature, and 
muc^i altered afterwards by improvement or 
negleft. . 

'Tis alfo worth obferving that the perfbns ai^ 
led Deifts generally confound thefe iwo firft forts 
of Reafon with the ibird^ when they declaim fo 
perpetually ot^ its abfolute perfeftion, its unalter- 
able unerring nature, &c. 

Such in particular is the conduft qf a late ad- 
mired Writer C^j, whole name I fhall forbear to 
i^ention, . fmce I cannot mention it without r^ 
^roacb. Firft he tells us, tbat Reafon is an invari-* 
able principle^ a ferfeSt unerring rule \ Which in 
one fen/e is certainly true in relation to the di- 
vine reafon, and the general abftraft realbn and 
nature of diings ; Next he tells us, tbat Reafon to 
us, as men, is, and muft be the fame invariable 
principle^ tbe fame perfeSt unerring rule ; Which in 
another fenfe is not true, for human Reafon, [by 

A 2 whi^i 

(a) Atithor tfChr^ianity M Ma» tie CreatimM 



t 43 

which I mean that Reafon which the hu^^ii 
mind exerts,] is, by the. nature of man often fallir 
ble, more or lefs perfcft as circumftances vary^ 
and always proportionable to the abilities of the' 
agent. From which fort of arguing, ^the com- 
mon cuftpm of our author,) -tis plain that Rea- 
fon fignifies one thing in one propoiition, and 
another thing in another, than which nothing 
can be more illogical. Or more difhoneft. Hencd 
therefore nothing can be. drawn either conclufivef 
W' cogent enough to' fet r<?4/&» at varianpc with 
revelation and thereby fuperfede it. ^ 

Others ha-ve, roundly told us in general terms, 
^bat Reafon is and mufi be afufficient gui^e in mat^, 
Urs jof religion : Which wjtliput doubt is ftriftly 
true in an explained and limited fenfe. ' But if 
cfais aflfeftion be laid down as a felfrevideht trutH 
without due exceptions and re(tri^ions, then 
^tis certain, from the very drift and intent of the 
authors, (tho* the confe^uence be only implied) 
that the thing intendeci is to render all divine 
fevektion needlels , inafmuch as inconfiftent 
with God -s wifdom to give us a fecond guide, 
after 2LfirJi guide which is truly fufficient. 

The true ftate, oif the cafe js briefly thus, tt 
muft always be confidered whether the above- 
mentioned propofition be Ipoken of. Heathens^ dt 
fpoken pf Cbrifiians. . . \ 

* If it be fpoken of Heathens y then Ifieafph^ fupT 
pofmg it duly exerted and attended to, muft be 
z. fufficient guide in matters of religion. It is 
precifely that rule which God himfelfhas thought 
fit to give them, in order to dired their judg- 
ment with relation to truth and falfliood, . right 



^nd wrong. If it be inadequate t6 fuch pup<f 
pofcs, then there muft be a defe6t either in God'^ 
power or will : in Ihort, either in his natural^ or 

moral capacity.^ TTfit poor creatures are infin- 

cerely and unjuftly dealt by ; — They are not tru- 
ly accountable andpqnifhable for their errors 
and their fins. 

If the above-mentiQned propofitipn be fpoken . 
pf CbriflianSj then reafon is a fufficient guide in 
a mbre reftrained and exceptive lenfe. It is the;; 
guide that conduifls us to divine revelation : Ic 
u u fu^icient competent judge of the evidence, 
the jprbpriety, the expediency, ,thc advantage9 
pf it : It examines its grounds and reafbnableneil 
jearefuHy and fincerelY : confequendy it leads Uf 
naturally into the belief of CbriStianUy^ and thea 
t^odeftly fubmits to it. So that Reafon upon the 
ivhole^ is the groundwork of all faith^ and the 
teft of all truth •, and tho- it may receive fuper- 
natural aids and advantages from God?s goodneff 
and favour, (in compli^ce wiA the inattention, 
frailty, and corruption 6f the agent to whom it 
belongs,) yet ftill in the main 'tis in many fenfc^ 
a fufficient guide, . fince it leads us to the patlf 
where we cannot err on the r^bt band or tbe left^ 
and fince it judges preyiou(ly of th<i Araitnefs and 
eoodnefe or that path or ro^d to evcrlaftingj 
happineis. * 

Reafon with thefe limitations, (which ceftainr 
ly are of fiich confequence as to prevent the 
higheft prefumption and hcrefy) may truly and 
fafely be faid to be a fufficient guide in matteirs 
f)f religion, 

We 
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Wearc told further, ^^7battke ^tsSom of tbingi 
are a rule to God bimfelfy andtberefore arc and muft 
he a fufficient rule to us**. 

' I fhall examine both thefe propofitions, which 
are generally touched ^pon too Hightly,. with, 
all the care and caution I can. 

And firftj^to make the reafons of tbings a rule 
and law to God ^ antecedent to bimand independent 
if bimj is the moft abftrufe, the mod fallacious, 
die moft dangerous part of Deifm that ever was. 
invented. For whenever any Notion^ (like this, 
of our adverfaries at prefent) implies at Qrit light 
great perpleicity, if not contradi^ipn : and yfhim 
the plain common ienie of Qiir minds can never, 
cordially be reconciled to it ; then 'tis certain^ 
either that Ibme unobferved Error lurks at the 
bottom ; or that feveral truths and circumftances 
lie concealed : part, or all of which, (fuppofing 
them clearly perceived and known) n^u^ ex-: 
plain, or alter the cafe. 

Thefe confiderations ought to . teach our adr: 
veriaries diffidence and humility : But as fuch 
arguments have been known to fail, I /hall not 
content my felf with apply yig only to their 
mpdefty. ^ ^ 

• As God is the firftcivJki U> of cpurfe he is 
antecedent to tbihgs themielves,(nay even to ideas) 
and of confequence to the relations and reajpns of 
things. - ^efe likewifcj* ais they fublill by him 
and derive their exiftence from^ him, cannot pof- 
fibly be independent of bim^ Hence it follows 
chat tbey are not eternally, unchangeably, ne- 
ceflarily what they are,, as they fu^ft in tl^ 
tJjings thcmfelvcs, (whofe properties are the 
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tevcrfc of fuch qualities) but as they proceed 
from God* 

Further, at the fanie time that God decreed 
things Ihould exift, he eftablilhed likewifc their 
relations, fitnefles and reaibns: not from any 
. arbitrary appointment^ as we fhall demonftrate 
hereafter, but from his own internal invariable 
redlicude. — —As theft relations,. &c« came wigi^ 
nally from God, lb i^fcourfe they can no ways 
be a rule or law to him : 'Tis true he cannot aft 
contrary tatbem : but that arifes from hence, be- 
caufe he cannot contradift btrnjelf and his own 
truth \ But in fhort, nothing, properly fpeaking, 
can be a rule or law to God : — The defign of a 
law is to govern and reftrain from doing wrong: 
The dcCgn of a rule is to rcftify and keep from 
deviating into error: Both wbicby are infinitely 
remote from divine perfeftion. 

The fallacy which induced our adv^rfarics to 
eftablilh a certain imaginary rule or law, prior to 
God, and even independent of Him, was appa-- 
rently This: They fancied the Deity himfclf, except 
reftrained by fome external obligation, mull be 
an arbitrary Being ; little confidering, that inji^ 
mte Power itfelf cannot be arbitrary, when the 
oppofite Scale is kept exaftly equal by infinite 
tVifdom. In frail fallible Man (and there lies the 
miftake) meer inclination and pleafure are always 
placed in contradiftinftion to right motives and 
reafon: But in God the cafe is direftly other- 
wife: divine reftitude neceflarijy excludes even 
from omnipotence itfelf. All that's contrary to 
unerring truth, and invariable equity. 



As to the feCond propofition, having (licvfri 
the falfhood of the firft, and having deftroycd 
all confequences that can be drawn from thencei 
1 fhall only confider it fimply in it felf. Doubt- 
leis the reafons of things are a real rule and law to 
man ! To affert othcrwife would be little lefs 
than profane fcepticifm and madnefs* All I 
contend for is. That they are not a rule and h,^ 
in fucb a fenfe as to fuperfede^ in any degree^ 
divine revelation^^'Wcvt 'Man a cireaturc purely 
fpiritual : abftraded from the body and bodlljr 
{)aflions t corrupted neither by others, nor him- 
felf 1 and perfcft as he firft came from the handss 
of his Maker j— .Then the Scheme of our adver- 
laries, I muft confefs, would be highly plaufible 
and conclufive* But fuch a rule of adtion at 
prefent, fuppofing Men better and wifer than 
they really are, can no ways render Revelition 
ufelefi. The inVeftigation of mod: moral truths 
Js too difficult, and too operciffe for the bulk . of 
mankind; Con&quently, as n;ien fee more or 
left evidence, their obligation to comply with 
fuch truths is weaker or ftronger ; If they fed 
no evidence, (which too often happens in unat-* 
tentive or gfofi minds) then the dbligation is no- 
thing at all* — But the Morality which Itevelatiort 
teaches lies open and level to all capacities. It 
has a plainnefs and a precidon which no philofo- 
phy can reach. It is a highway i as Jfaiab prophe- 
eyed of it, and the way-faring man^ tin? a fooU 
Jhall not ert^ therein* Chi ^^i 8* It is ncrt to be 
coUefted piece-rbeaU a line here and a line there^ 
from the ieveral philoibphers of different ages : 
Nor is it built upon fuch half vifible half va- 

hiihin^ 
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ing priflpiples as can only be made out by thf 

jgnefl; undef^andii^^ t Jk^t ic. goes dir^ly to 

the heart f a^. well a» the mind ; iund conyinces los 

yeryfignally iiithi$,as well as other caies, that 

God isr M rtfpeBler of perfins : :but that h^lmts^ 

ve^hd the kiH)w]ed|)e of his hm liberally to ail oF 

lUs, and )&^(^ ufifra$4^mm. }im, .|« j. ^--Thk 

|4ain felf-evident mrattty is ^nlbrc^ at the ikm^ 

pmc with t]» ittong^ft Motifnes and Sanilim 

jAm can be conceiyed. Far therdbre frona clafli- 

b^ with' the; oblJeation9 of reafon* it on t}» 

i&ontrary explains u^m with greAier ck«nie(% 

;iind urgM mm #idi jgreat^r fore?. 

Thi9 wiltirppear ye^ ftronger^ if we oonfidcr 
^ :manyiinabUi(ie» of the human mind ; die 
inany pc^bilities of our bemg miftak^n s tbp 
.epiTupbon cff our wills > the fiailty of oiat ms- 
tm^l the precipicancy of oor paifiooa s afl4-tbe 
lemptatioti3 of the agel 

Thu^haye i ^0iewn from j^^ and argitfm»{» 
^t Reafon^ duly llmited» a^ the miiom eif 
ijiings rk^l^ explained^ can io no fenfe oppoft* 
much lets eyacua^ divine Heve^ation.^ 
1 Nor am I cxmicioDs of laying any r^idiona 
«pon Reaftm more than .1 .oqght. Angry in^ 
vei£);ive6 agfiinft it^Mqe juft aa dangeroia aa extra- 
vagant potiyiMndations in behalf pf it« Igno* 
rant and .ftipeiftitioui -mcin vainly and weakly 
(Criiiinph isx a religion whieh poceeds not uppo 
jational prmciplesi and whicn 'tis impoflible o 
:inakeout1 3^ /(is the great glory of Cbriftianity 
jis we profefr. it» . t^ .be f be friend of reaiion : Jo 
be able to. &y uiilx) ^j/Si^w, Jtibftf artmySifier. 
JProv. 7» 4# In fliort, R^c^i^n ia the prctogatiy^e 
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ancKhinlAg ornament ^f our natiM t the guide tfizt 
leads its through eftor^ to the propofed end of our 
joiimey^ bapptnefs f Its power is ' fo extraordi* 
nary^ that a man who thfnki truly, tannot pdll- 
b}y a^ againft it : Nothing Czn blind it, but 
ibme headftrong fjfaftioni or determined perverle^ 
•nels ; Which amounts to no more (if ufed as aii 
arguftient againil irin geneml) than if a pilot 
ihouid refoive to embark in a dahgerdUs (ea> 
and then wilhilly fiiut his eyes. For, to confels 
the truth, reafonis not fo much hurt' by the fitU 
of tuan, as the faffions are : Like a Pitrici un^ 
juftly depofed, it is ftill capable of governing 
hbnelMy aftd fuccef^lly, ^ it coaki -be rcftored 
to ti>iU Throne which idiur irregular appetites; 
(and the many blindnefles anddepfavaeioMs at- 
ttilding ihch appetites) have ufurped fi'om ir. 
-«-And : therefbiic God himfelf gracioufly referjj 
his reftitude and our obliquity to this teft of 
human reaibn: Hmfe of Ifraelyis not my way 
^ualj are nofyour ways unequal ?- Ezek. i S. 25. 
Cllewhere he &yis, cmne now and le^ us reafon tc^ 
gether. IC i. 18. O my people^ What have I dofk 
^unto ibeej or ^olm'ein have I wearied thee ? Teftijy 
^againft me. Mai 6. 3. Oir Saviour himfelf fe 
-extremely afigry with the Jews for not exerting 
-their reafoivi JVby4ifyourfehes^ fays ht; judge ye 
not what is right f LiJce 12. 57. St. Jobnftt^np- 
^pofes the conlcience or realbn of n^n to forili 
the fame notion of ri|;ht and wmh^ which God 
do^ •, (the &i|ie in kind, though infinitely di- 
^ftant both in cleameis, and manner of t^ercept 
tk>n:) Beloved^ iayshe, if our heart conaemn us 
\m^ fben kflve^ we confidenu towof^s God^ i Joh. 



3. 21. I fpeak unto vnfe men^ fays St. Paul^ (tfnd 
ihat upon a very myfterious occafion) judge yf 
what I fay, 'I Cor. io. 15. I may add fiu-dier,. 
that when the &me ApolUe (who had the gift of 
tongues and dF miracles) forced FeU)^ to tremble^ 
'tis remarkable, that he applied himfelf to neither 
one or the- othbr of the fiipematinal powers 
above-mentioned, but that he reafoned only.: 
Ji^s 24.' 25 *. 

Yet (lill we muft remember, that reafon, as* 
*& the faculty of a finite being, is always of , a 
iimud^ and ofcen of ^falUble nature. To gnifp •- 
at things, either abfolutely beyond the power, 
of : our comprehenfibn, (and which for that feafbn 
arte: not eflentkl to hqman happinefs,^ if we rj^- 
,ly cohfider the divine goodnefs:) Or to grafp at 
things which God has referved as prerogatives 
to himfelf ; is only in other words, if I may pre- . 
fume to vary a Scripture phrafe,7^/zi;ij- the JS^g-- 
dom jof Heamm by force. Seek not the things that 
are too hard for thee^ nor fearcb the things that 
are above thy Jlrength : But. what is commanded, 
thee J think thereon with reverence ; for it is not 
needful for thee to fee with thine eye the things 
fbat are fecret. Eccluf. 3. 21, 22, 

m 


^ IL Having thus rightly llgted, explained, 
and limited the powers of human Reafon, 
(fhbwing at the lame time its perfect harr^ 
mony and confiflency with Revelation) ) I 

' fhali now in the fecond place confider the 
Law of Nature J and of cqurfe Natural Reli^ 
gtony in the fame manner. 

B 2 The 

^fieealfo^Thcf. 5,21. Pet«jti5. 1)^4.1. 



' The La# cf Nature ahfilutefy $xid ih immii 
i^i^ thole eternal immutable truths concern* 
log good and evil, right and wrong, ijrhich re« 
ft& from the natufc of things, as thofe tbing^; 
aie fuppoied to afieft and obligate rational a^ 

rt8.-*-This Law ih its full octebt and pcrfeAit 
can onl7 be truly known by tho fupremc|> 
Being. 

The Law of Nature relatively ^ and with regard, 
to the piefent debate^ fignifids fo much prdcife- 
ly, (and no more) of thofe etsmal immutahk' 
truths, as each naaa iecs or finds out for him^ 
fttlf. . ^ 

This diftmft]6n fiibHdi^idies itfelf &rtfaerp 
Fkft, it fignifies itbofe more delicate atid con* 
t>}ex parts of the Law of Nature* which tl^ 
oeft moralifts and fipcft neafooera have diA; 
covered ; Secondly, it fignifies thofe commoa 
and more obvious trud^, whioh, except a maii 
refolves wilfully to contradift reafbn, are as. 
eafily known and diftinguifhed, as light oc 
4arknefs, pleafure or piain. 

God only, who created the things them*, 
jfelves, who arranged them afterwards with in^ 
expreffible beauty, variety, and harmony : who 
forefaw their feveral tendencies and relations, 
togedier with all poiTible circumlbnccs and con- 
tingencies : He alone, author, diipofer, di- 
itAorof all thin^, fees, (without variaUenefs, 
or the lead fhade of confiifion or obfcurity,) all 
thofe feveral truths, infinitse in number, anc) 
imiverlal in extent, which ipake up what we call 
sh/olutely the Law of Nature* - 

» 'I « 
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:' MM91QP1 ths Other htinl^ w^ofe JkflovJc(te tfe 
fjniWt juMperfefty atid liaUe to miftake : WMfir 
jlMiPwlf^ge i^^pcnds partly on his own iare andt 
negleff):; upon living in fqch im age^ orv^oou 
receiving ml\ tin '(Education ; and partly ii|k>a 
ilh^tfffm^ or kflcr degree of GeoiiB with whid» 
ha waji born: jfand wKidi doybileis ia^tbcjfifdtf 

Siftafidgg>odiie($<»f (^ Maos I %» ea»* 
det^d inlhiji ligb^, take9 thi jull .fi> much of thd 
l^yr of Naiure r^lativify and perfqnally %eal&^. 
i^f aiitheafaQverinc«Hk>Qied.i9ircttm£buu^ttgi^^ 
nun leave. , . : 

t$o that, tb<nigh th» rii)e «felf/bc nnmdal 
^4 gsnft^ x^liincc a pef6>iMit^]r fee nsdre or 
lefsof it; and fince tobimfelf^t vtrfyaftandetb 

9rMlHk\ Aem&ao the rtkM to nuanmft he a 
r^rtiw pgrik^iiir thii^. . 

The Loch ^ Nature thu$ ftatied in itlelf» and 
q:)ii(idtred with thia reference 10 fhan» is ib £tr 
^ftom op|)Qfing revelation ipriari% that.it ratfaei* 
caU^ ior It and requires ic: EfpeclaUy tf im lake 
hjiiman cph^!^ and d^nertqr into afat ftatdf 
pf the qudli6n;i / : 

'. Yettfae Deifia have allaigued. bene un&irif 
vxdi inoMicIufiVely; Efpecially the ik\Qy oele^ 
hrated Author I lately 'mentjoQed. He eootk 
hwUy ^ifo ijbe fccoe between thefe icreral ac-i« 

T the Laiv of Nscurt ; He coockidai 
k tjie , other indifcriminate)y,withoi8t 
iiny acplajnatioo or reftriAion & And d»diyr 
jgivci us mi)€h better pro^ of his doobcrky tfaaqi 
bS his ']^omft]r» 'Twer^^ to^ triflau^d he had ac*^ 
tended a littfe nMfe! cafciiitty to ibit reasoning;; 
and that finceritjf t which, he^khrnkts &i:fbiidi tx> ber 

thought 
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dioQghc fiiafter of -, Elfe it may appear^ I (fpeak 
with eharity and tifuth) that he only cned tl^m 
up, as hypocrites do virtue, the better, to con*' 
oeal the want of them. . • 

li'TOtiereforef, as I obferved befbrei' 4 diftinftion' 
oinaifily ought to be made between the Law of 
Nature abfolutely^ -and ohjeSraely^ ' us matter ef^ 
hmmledge i?f general v and between the Law of 
Namre relathrely^ and perfindlly^ as mailer of duty 
i9tf articular \ Or in other words, between the 
Law of Nature J which contakis all poflible truth 
and rightnefs of aAing i^ and between- the Light' 
af^ Nature^ -whick contains only /i^i/ portion of 
moral truth which each man lees, or finds out; 
lor himfelf. 

: In fhort, if we intend to judge truly and faie-^ 
ly in the prcfent cafe, 'tis neceflary to confider 
not only the Law of Nature m itfelf, but the 
manner alfo whereby that Law affi^dls mankind ^ 
[ Ahndft every dhing in this wc^ld is relativity ahd^ 
moft beconfidered in that view as well as others.} 
Hence we fhatl find that the truthi^ of the Law of 
Nature with refpeft to man, zr^ferjmal things. 
The perception is various, according as the evi- 
dence of them ts mcM'e or lefs^. As well might 
two men have the fame proportions aiid features, 
as the fame preciie degree of apprehen^n and 
knowledge. . Thus in lower indaUcds, the har- 
mony of fntlfick and colouring, ^ the powers of 
thought and language, ftrike one perfon ^t 
flopre forcibly - than another, ' The reaions whereT. 
by the mind is affefted, are eternal} and univer-^ 
&1: antecedent to our confidei^don, and inde- 
|}aidenc of iM But^ afie^ionitrelf is both ex« 

cite« 



cited and permved, in proportion ID a man^ 
own natural genius.; in proportion likewlie lo 
bis care and lap^Iications together with cheiii^ 
ftru&ions and. good tafte he has ieceivied firom 
others. r r ' 

Afberthefe diftindiona ahdicxplanations^ what 
becomesoftheboafted argument /i /Priori/ ** Tbe 
5* Lan^ of Natni'e- is at&Iutely perfeA^ therefore 
*^ , exfiernai rerelation can add xkxliing iQn€*i &c« 

In fliort, 'tis agreed on all hands^ fchat.nien 
JDynatbral confcieiice and the^eflentiaidi&reni*- 
ces of things may know in the main.what is good 
and evil. Some may proceed much further^ and 
argue with great force . and clearoefi upon the 
divine being and attributes^! die worki of creati« 
on and providence^, the {irobaUc) hopes of a fimirc 
d^atx^ and <>od^a mercy- towardrpenitenc fipneia 
Yet ftill with confidence I affirin, no fii>fidmy 
fyftem ought to be rejedted, which, (befides be^ 
ihg proved tl> comi from GodO ionfiilftis tbeie 
hopes, ftroigthen&.thefe motives, advances and 
adds to thcfe tdkfboings.^'-r-Nor would znyfet of 
men» afosr (be leaft right thought^ afid }nftru6li- 
on, differ fiom me in this opinion^ if thqy op^ 
poled revdation mecely out of a.miftftken. prin- 
ciple : and not out of fingularity, youthful Ie« 
vtty, ^hatrdi to a^particitlar order at men, and 
a vain groundlcfsbelief that the Law of Nature 
favours y&^f ple^fiires which revelation do^ 
not.. Take away t^icfe impfediiiients, and the 
work is dpne. — rAnd as. to: others^ the few, fin- 
cere advocates oCxiatoral relijgioo, le( th^in only 
ff> their own. lengths,; and we are fecure of them. 
Anhoneitdifch^eof all mQral dufile^s. and vie* 
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lilies is the bsft preMdii|>ofiti0it chst tail be, 
m^x6% receiving the Qo^e}. Te Bdkvt in Gpdi 
fays Cfarift^ MUve dlfo in Afir/ The great A^ 
fofUe Iflcewife ea^refily dtffiuieg us, that tbg l^rii 
of God^ that is, divine revelation^ bearetb nmfki^ 
iaa&Xj vnib our ^mt^ namejjr human reaCbn; 

. This; I flatter myielf, i^l be filUy verified; 
if lntiiwil))oiiif6iiduflyo^ faaa beeh 

£iid,aiid pdifueit in tbdr bwitmindit. Henefe,wfaeri 
leafbO) iiibtelity, and KveUdbn ait < harmoi- 
imed, iwiilVenturejx^promifeiiie^ 
f&gitdi advantttgesi Rdigioo, lioeiaUy fpeaking^ 
Will be huSi mpokm totk ; k will be evo* dni^Htil 
«ndooiififtmc wiihit£rif;i We&all not bec2>- 
iiged to eat^It onci truth at the ei^pience df atid»^ 
theri Not oot|ipdled tofii 4kHJit'dtt3& drngit 
ii^icbGod baik ^eot^ed i 

' tIL Thushavil^ioin) diat ieafi)ti, fnora&jr 
atid revealed religion, ate all perfectly ac 
union widi each other :: Whioi leads Hie 
naturatfy to my thml genemt h«ul, jdie 
tiafoHahimfs and propriayi the ^acpediency 

• ... ' • • • ■ • . 

* ^ The najonaileiufs and ff^oftiety of divine te^ 
Nation, appear plainly mm the twion and 
liarmony above-mendoned. For if die ieveral 
Syfiemz of leafon, moraKty, and pevdadon, are 
no v^y« incompatible with each other ; and if iiich 
ifOsTpofitim as we here (peak of, is in nofenfe ii>* 
conulteht widi the divine nature «nd attributes % 
I would aik wfafitt oppofite %poiable ^trgument 

can 
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bm telifl^ned againft.Qod^ affiftli^ iroil and 
lapifed xreaoue^? Or Wlqri Qi%;h( wq to r^Q: 
fudi ii^^ftaiice» efpeciaU]r;when, 'tis (q g^reeable 
td \ natural . virtue^ and . lb perfedive ojf it ? 
— Fleale to obferre the condu^ of the heatha!»» 
and bdiold a fiill proof of what I here z&rtk 
Moft of them believed in revelation of fom^ fort 
oc^ odierii;; Both Plirto Md Sklly fp<^^ pl^inif of 
k^proprktj.ist!dicridibUity\\ and as tUsl)el|eirmec 
with recepdon from all orders of xmn^ (whicj^ 
could ^nei^r have happebed» if the thing . i^felf 
was . not i^prcdbafalei : aivl Gredit^e,) they , ^^refbre 
made it :tliei tcuev jdrl pretended foundaQo^ of aU 
law and gbvemment Whstfoe^er^ :I ooly f^y 
this to poove that revelafioB ^ perfeftly recofi* 
cilaUe ta-the 6omntQii:ppiiidples <^ raaioni 
Asfot Cilrijiian fei^elation, 'tis fo agreable td* the 
jufticeand gQodtie& of.Godi.and 6> tonfiftenc 
with tl)e wantsi and * natural etpcftations of 
men, thatjiotlm^ (afitholc things tiut defend 
iipoa mora^certaihtyX^aa poAibly be more {isiS^ 
evident. ... 

I will add (iuthfr^ thit te . the truth of thi^ 
allowed a revelation, to be/pofilbl^ fii.tbt ftaie 
of man aftually required- riit. . i 

The doidits, the un!certaiotii»i . the viia^glq- 
rious difputations, whipb we iee aodoogft , the 
great mflflcrs of wt and r^fon in Rmm add iH- 
thens thcm&Ives, plain)5f^ Ibow. us^ that the moft 
enlightened ^toi^itfi cibuld - perfcimi bitt Jitcle. 
I vriilTay itething.of tl^ vcsu^ifiiefsy iijaoentioo, 
prejtidieesi itiperftition, vicknis' outtoms». lofts, 
igooiadceit I aad . corrupcioii <>f . the rdgar. JL 
will only .tehiervye, ..thakthef hUojfofthers ;ih^ 
"^ - .' C fclves 



ftl^'mit ign^ftt of^ mafif ^ffiW mi ithpaiv 
€atu:*p^nt& T\^ htiMfikafi^Q^waf > inich 
>Ht^teeit; fe^ ttiidlii^itiimT^VMaiiy tbi%s they 
eMpMntKi hVLfjicff'i pkced imi a wraiig loundau- 
^m\ None irf* chimed ooQfag^^tiMftcftliem 
fikd' ndt bohevolmbe Moqgli cd srdoait tiuin^ 
liiild^ iBtod «fnfbiaM the dai^r» v^ oMifequMC 
thrii^^i 1 l^iV^wUek vWki an: liaftperable 

dialog^fes'^-r^i;^ ^aiMt die laft difeofr& of ^^ 
#1*^11^4 ifi^ t^un cbinritioid'^he cWttr be.mbft ten- 
derly alldIfeniiblf^fcS(i%^ la ftovliiph imif-givu 
-jfi^y liWoiiiiaai^ and fiiifttkes lit aA|ccce euv 
«ilfft arki^i^rattr,aftaf:tmih; AndHyet:/^ as 
^in a» iha 0chcr ri^raf&Mi) ^ IM' ttk) kift 6f 
^^IAem;);ha(l iiidiQJu(iohs'tt><feelc ft^ ixtth^ an^ 
^libittHM^ fo'dnd teiwiul to^oiuc . >Jud|^e thiM* 

-jl^maicw fflbrviefartst^ oi^^J-K^iight fiiyia^graat deal 

more on the prefent argument, but as moft 

£«4Hkk9 i^ :r J iball ioniyiobftrve 

4jiyl tlitt^y 4^«V&0(:iiUeiPperibi» educatod in the 

Chriftian faith, liiake^ CQNmordiaairy paneg}^ 

fiicieiM^ the £<f«jo|e/^4/ara, and oi the iame 

!iiinA :4i6ak very coldly^ tindf . n^Kge^tfy aboitt 

^.t-Ln^^f'tbeGBfpilf ^k moch toihci feawd, 

:\iSm^A^fSmi!^t^^ aodrehforcGs 

ttaOlfa^,} ihit i^y onlyihoQOuc xbi^f&mer'm 

<pMftsin^'k»d havteatwa)^ a fecret ift*^ll to the 

jMir^i::pSS'mtfi»iMr ium^ fay tbe|p td. them- 

Ifelm^ l^te^ the licemioi|0 meh w^ tlie book of 

'fIff/ihafirJfis 4Um^(ma9f4a^ M curdo^si Jt is 



AM! flfftfjit? g(V« t2i;:^lb ftr ae les^rM rar 

by the wayV%a "vWjr figntl flidvnmgt |(ociiimiati 
tMnltt/i^miiSiSh mdettvotiny in aU prc^ cMbsi 
is mbdi iifc ^idAbte, (tlio(# «itfa, ififirikd difi 
propo)-tioA)^«^ Mfemi^Ie dietdSUti^ and.gpddb 
nefs of the fupreme Being ^ So far diercfomr as 
kerdaffob'^MMnmiwrbtder uprin tfade liiads» 
fi> fat* fikewlfe It bectef eakbldi lis^moreesiAif 
CO copy dii^itfc peiftftiOflv > r« - 

III propofttdn as ' we' haie desirer nations of 
the Deity; Wd have likawSfe dcscrer nqtiom. of 
ouf" o#f> #-^^ftW State t Aa iiifa of Qur ciriginaf ^ 
our depraV&tkn^, and oor means of .recoocUet 
mem. ^^-^^Firr^ih^^RipintuM fpeak^ 

ing, is a \\^fbnfal ducy, and [though men bid 
great and aflfured hopes of liiercy and £iTOiir.a£f 
ttr ftncere- iiibrtiiffion and rMonUng to Qod^ytt 
m\V Cm'm*Mn6& cf re^ddtion took t>Iac^ 
ihey fcneWirfot'riffir^fj^ d^ ftate and con* 

dition herd % they kntw nor the true fourcc bnd 
rcafon of^iri^ degeno^cy 4 and coniequcndXt 
tKey kn^not ihtf nieahs or being nftored, -not 
the terms bf reooncitiacfon.; ^ 

So'M^^ndAtdhal^aiitcmpied to prove, tliac 
man^ini^ Kate <|f oj^curey ooald not poffibly form 
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to hlmiclf any tnoraL affimUKe, t^e -God w^uld 
▼oudiiafe to pardon £d» c^en afjter repentance*. 
Bui; here I think tliey havjs Joft grcpod by en- 
deavouring to pu(h the viftory.tQO ^> . Reajm 
g'vcs us grpat^ na:y:^rbap eelt^in afli)nmoes» 
M^ God will firgiir&A .frail earing creature after 
due repentance and fubmij(&Qn % But Revelation 
ttracioufly proceeds much fur^ : It points out 
Che very method whereby God has brought about 
this^^tconciliatbnp. (md^t. of new iiiciteoifint' tO; 
devodon^ of new obligation, and thankfuineis : ) 
It likewife tells us that God will itot <mlv pardon 
fin, (which mieftionlefs is all. in ftri^ jumce he is 
cM^kI to do,)L but tbat'he wiU4ik^ir? cpnfe^ 
upon, us immortdlU^^ 

/ ThisJdoabtle^ is his tneer voluntary gift ^d 
goodneis in.Cfo^.vIt is what we have no real 
title and claim to, even though we were uner- 
jrmg and fudeis breatuits. Repentance, ftriftly 
Irpc^ing, is not at all matter cfimeritj but mat*^ 
ter of Mty ; It is what a rea$>nable creature 1^ 
obliged by -the nature of region to perform, 
And di^efore if Godv of his (uporftbundant^infi-: 
nite goodneis, is pleaied to beftpiw im^rtaltty 
upon OS inftead cthaft^forgv^fnefs^ certainly we 
<^ht to atpreis all the gratitude, thankfuineis, 
and obedience that c^ be cqpceiyed. Our 
mmt and gbodnefs iacboniing to what reafon 
and revealed religion tell us, .can in no ienfe 
e^tencUo htm^ Bf. i4 ^* Gcn^^a. lo* aCor. 3« 5. 
amaa amnat ffofit bis Maker ^ Job 22*2., Werq 
we to bear htm the.Anongsft and mc^gratefuf 
aflfe^lion diat can be thmigbl of, . yet This at bed 
is nothing Qtt)rcL.thati ftri^ di;^y ^d j^ic$ ; ^4 
• "» " :' 'J • ^ can 



&«^.lif$o|i thc:wbpfe Ifn:m(^ria!^y ^^vi^m^r i)^, 
ws^r bet b^iimy and mepcy : \ ^.h^ oonrie. 
OftPOPt pofllbly b^ dili:0vefe4 ^^{^ie^ than byj 
^ .grafipw prpmiie »nd cJcplanMipn. of thlc^ 
GivjESr* He aloBC j!iq?refsly j^ur^ j», <^^^ 
him^bo jav0^^am^th in C^nft Jrfu%J6«tf k^4[iwt 
^fk^^t ofjbis 7r€f^I4f€ whkb is intbeimidfi oftk^ 
f:0tad^s 9fGo4. Rw, 2. y. C|^ ai. d^ 4* . : . i 
: Revelation Hkismilk hasgiv^ (^ higl^eO: Ut^ 
ttroyement to morajk]^ tlucc^ l^e ; <Q(inceivcd^ 
liyaddiiig theeseteroai SanShps cS b$fe wdjeqr^ 
sui4 urging them wjlM mem ifiw^ with extrao^-t 
dimry ftrci^ »nd cogencyi' 
. Thefe San^ms in any light ivv« u^.a hig^ 
idea^of Cfod*s ^ffei^lioiv to^^arqfi.usr; Either if we 
Ippik upon them 9^e:m^fi ai^mi^tanes vafo many^^ 
ipords^ . upon what was befpi:^ implied in the 
lum^^ pf things : Or if we jconfider them, ^ 
^bfidiary W¥>kWs . lo virtue, built upon the 
tqfwfis^ in pr/der, tp qiiickcn {icafpa tp embrace 
Aappinefi and ialvatipn* Evefy w^y, they give 
weight and authority to Qqd'sJ^^ws, yigous 
and . activity to m^p's obedience, ^nd in (horc 
are the main ^guQient^ aii4.vi|(al fU'incipIe of 
the Gofpel^ . . ' I 

The Rewards M: Chfifti^ky ia particulart 
notwithftanding^wh^tfomeo^^J.moralifts x!^f 
ffiy, are moft juftly apd jiiap'piJy calculated by* 
the great judg^ an^.knower or the heart. Tho^ 
they apply themfelves to xh^pafftons^ yet they do 
qot oerogate in any manner from the pow^ 
^nd force of hum^o reafon : "but rather, [at leaCt 
Jiwe J4Slg? !??» ?^c<^?>] add to i;^ aq^ a»'ak<»k 
'■ ' " ' " ' it. 
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ft, K^ing ^taij} to vintifty 1^ fitttirat eMil^« 
q«eiitte mm yivok^ tht)¥ wiply n» ielftih nieiv^ 
cseiitrf ttei^r in; (be pemci to\'it»ftKflh they '^ai^^ 
^ ]| Mand M to ilie- fer ^gtedrer piM'itf^ 
1^ {^^4ii«h^bes tior{>p€i«A4 tti^ tt Cfdbfymi^ 

aM emef^$6hoi»i) they al-e ^dl)criM:ids die ^«a^ 
^nd and fut>itort' 6f frtil li^tttail natoit. Taik' 
as long a«'^;9«^ ^lea£, itteH aMf ^4e i^ of^^^^ 

«f« the ifMri«fi 6fi6^ tiin^ pfupoifiidn as theyf 
m the tAdi^ j^r^fepi^yikjkd^ptind)^^^ 
$ft t'bki^mift-fti^lf^M^ VpoW the^ 
ythpkj I will bebdad^«Mfeyv^f^lM)ueany dip 
l^g^mMit b iirt-ihfluenoid ^cafon anfd d&i- 

tajg^hti^W^^^^ obe^ieMS; 

^atitilde, -d^y^ibh; repentan<:«i*^VJfU in the end 
(induce moftft)%ralPds i!aA9!r% ti!('*to« hea^em^ 
•^So tf^it whoever inventid thb ^ilbfophical 
kind of Aiti^kmidnifm which F'^^m now con^. 
fucing, (and^which if I rem^Aiber^ i*i]^hc is as'oldf 
» EficurusiyA^I^ thdriSiagfiiy ikiderftand.the; 
Miait nature^f Our r>^ wd pijhns.' He a^d 
mfinceMy is ttre^caufe of vftttieV iffiot weikly^* 
—At prefent likewife* the perfedion of Ghriftb'-' 
nicy ^6» iof ^o636ft in preTcnbiiig^ fydem pro^ 
|Her /^ ij^rf/* bat proper tch^iii-. : . : . . - ; t 
'•-"RWelatipi^mft^^ be looked upon in anothei' 
riew^ as highly perfeftive xrf* mtural . religion/ 
It riot only urges :all nioral ^nfideraciona more 
Itt^Mgly and fotcibfy on out ceuilci^ees, but'rt* 
^^dams then! a'lfo more clearly , tnore diftindly^^ 
and ' in- ^a * inorv perfobal/ appKcabig . mannerv 



fBfi»'3^U)^ iktoS^v:\pl8aKfl^ :i<^^ that 

can'lie .f viohr tbt'fepitn^kkfiraUtng^,^^ 

< ; 'Al; ir^iici&rMW Saefikioor l«ii|k,ii|)j9hrf^p^ 
«ns,Vici^ it adds \fAv^*mi^fin ibi^ upocr' argi^ 
iwriOB^'pimly.i^^ ^ We areii^fifittQly -inoce 
definpyi tciendUace .T^|nja ibd ^l|>i^tempotaiy 
plealures, when we cdnlider the etirwirewtri 

Hefac. 1^19.. ijdayt. ^3*^: J )Pets tw 4u We fiqil 

«9hnjm (fonconp^e^ ihe If&-4nd dfttons^iof 
i6iur.i3leiled &^ra>Hr. ,3dWc are^dteikdy induoed ^ 
itoe^aod iecvoidirinwikibdvCfiv^.oitctn^ 

us, and tfaacrCttriAiiwhsiterilgi^jfl^^^^ Sitf 

tila&Htnceariftirii (irt^ftf ^Ml^^'t;7ffift^1;tlltol- 
&hr]QS^ wac<iQdftvfafa||^:yiii; a,:iiim\ti^ ani 
liptoi ft srarrf) AySiplcbfti: I; n^iuM sSLUcmG»bhi 

vpQttidiei&ilMufdiiQd , iSyai)^ tti jl^^Mmi^ 

psoo^ dTjrtfij^faffli^isJirtihd fiiei^teibok: dVlew 
human rea^n, (fup^ofing. t ^ ' :dieitti.C9pable :)(^ 
sst^fti&gtt'ottolljrrihr kicb tafei>i¥KH a6^.Tbuc 
littfe con&htaoiri i& tpbapadfoorivkih. liie adSired 
tepa#. acd ^dfikb £iitii tf^, a, ^Chriilmt. Ykyi 
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die joni^^J (in htt £iUOT,-»ccmK>rtiibiei tl^il 
lited fituation) and, acconithg: to a mdlbeauf 
tiful txprd&vt piStoTt in the rat>k of Jai^ ^'it ss 
^/ dirknefs wtbbm and l[btfiadaw ofJea£brtisy 
the very UgU is ds darkneJSf. Chi. ii. 2j. View 
the latter^ zivi dioujgh yoa &c «ii equal wei^ 
]ftid upon him, yet • ycNi iee A ibimdation able to 
Support k t ffe is ptrtlet^d^ hut fioi in dej^r, : bt 
is cafi ikwn'y tut not dlftryredy As bannng nObinp, 
md yet pffeffing Mtbi^f. 2 Cdr«4. S, 9^;' a 
Con 6. 10; , . . ^ I 

- 1 fliall add, laftly. That there is a .fort of 
SpirittialityLM the^Gofpeh^ . which ^ is no^ 4xi be 
^undih rtatnral religion.4«i»it'adds &#a/ tothe 
l^bt of teafon* — -By the very irature of that »cwi 
nefs of life yirKfch- it requires, it ihljplres -us with 
wirmer notioitt,^ it' draiws urrtitdre affe&ionatdy 
to God, aiid j^ves mzik^-xaSkiaMifre^fintment 
trip our ^iritual ftace afterward in heaven. 

Is it not furprifing then^ thtt men ihould 
fejeft a nvelatim^ attended w&hfo many great 
ami ti^fiaLadvanG^es i and wNnb Jn genentl, is 
as niuch Ggdft free^ and gpodncfs to them^as 
i^xsrior. ftrebgth,' health, md runderftaiKfing ? 
r— God irns' thought 6t gracioidly to talk. to 
ihem, and they, vainly; ror^teniptooufly, un^^ 
tbankfiitty .difpute the nattm ttf'Aus voice, and 
the pdfibility of the ddng !^^-Of courfe they 
render themlelvcs inexcufabte, in proportion at 
they^hiofc^li^ly of a Religion emindnidy gpod| ^ 
txcellent^ am Jivell itiDended« « ^ ; 

. I . From ivifhat:!has boem^id i( ftilows i^, in 
general,^That «hereis*a2ul muft be a real naeffary 
unioi bermto ^cifon, wocality iahd revelation^*^ 
V. All 



All irutb proceeds from oH^ origkial, Mrhich k 
God 1 Wc fee die properties of truth as clearlf 
as tha attributes of God : and are as much coa*« 
irinced of the unity of the one as of the other* 

For, ("except we can fi]p|x>ie things to be what 
they are not) tfutb eonfidered as fUch, muft 
be uniform and cOnfiftenti It n^uft faavt the 
fame properties ^ the fame tendency more or lefi i 
It may differ in degree, or in fuch manner as 
7»eaHi differ from tht Bnd^ But it never can 
differ in namit and qiiality. jis wi/dam isjujli^ 
fied of dllher children^ jK) ihe isjuftified m all 
her di^enlktiohs« 

Therefore if it be once proved that Scripture 
came from God, it follows neceflarily and unan'* 
fwerably, that the truth of reafbn, and the truth 
of revelation, are both, (though not of the fame 
kind) of the fame nature \ fioth lead to the fame 
end t And the fecond voice of God is as true and 
as worthy of him, as the firfl. 

It follow* frirtheri even to a demonfbation,, 
that wherever the common notions of morality 
oppofe revealed religion, or wherever revealed 
religion oppofes them, there our own particular 
ideas of one or the other are certainly falfe. It 
happens here as in calculations, A man may 
miftake ih cafHng uj) two numbers, and in the 
feveral truths confequent thereon : and yet the 
two numbers really terminate in fbme certain 
invariable produce, and muft have fuch and fuch 
properties, and relations to each* other* 

And now let the world judge, what a wretche4 
piece of work thofe men have undertaken, who 
jiave attempted to make union and harmony it- 

D felf. 



fcffy master of co^troverfy and variance. Eath 
pai;cy, vainly ftrivjng to do reafon, or Ood ioT'- 
vice, has torn up religion by the very roots i For 
to kperate in the prefent cafe is to dejiroy ! — As 
well the great Author of nature might lead 
frail fallible! creatures into endlefs doubts and 
errprs, as give them cne ibrt ofknowtedgi^ or om 
fort of religwuy to contradift another. 

2. Se£^lyy to tcjcA a revelation, which has 
fuch cogent^ \ might fay ahfolute proofs as ours, 
is the higheft inftance or ingratitude, unrea- 
fonabjenek, and inexcufableneis that can be 
conceived. For why fhould a peribn rejeft a 
fjfiemy which confefledly gives new light to 
moral truth, and new force to moral motives, 
if it did not privately clalh with his own praAife, 
or require greater ftridtnefs and perfeAion than 
he cares for attaining ? —At leaft, (to fpeak as 
charitably and favourably as we can) fuch a per- 
ibn is highly carelefi, and prejudiced : cauieleisly 
fufpiclous of a certain order of men, or extreme* 
ly defirous of being thought a witj and a deter* 
mined taugher by profeflion. 

Hence it happens, that he either fees not, or 
attends not to the evidence of revealed religion. 
He looks upon it before-hand as a fworn enemy 
\o his pradife ; Inflead of being commonly 
careful, he is fo violently fufpicioys, that he be- 
lieved, and tnifts no one at all ; His wit and ima- 
gination are always upon thb watch, and: not 
his rcafon and fincerity ; Freedom of thought 
is vrfiat Jie boafts of, but freedom of life is what 
he aims at ; and though he iets up for a great 
and intrepid genius, (mpcribr to fpme certain 

obli- 
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^lisatioDS, which he calls igeorait» ^ entfau-' 
£aftical) ye( in the end he fully verifies an exira^ 
ordinary obferyation of Solmon^s on the like 
#cciafion5 ^hey that frtmifed to drive away terrors 
and troubles from tbefickfouU werefick tbemfelves 
of a fear worthy to be laughed at. Wifd. 17. 8* 

3. However iUrdly^ *tis a very unkind and un- 
fucceisful . method, . to treat thefe uitfbrtunate 
perfons with fharp &tire and contempt. In the 
mature of the thing, ^tis true, we cannot defcribe 
unreafonablenei^ like, theirs, without fome keen*- 
ne^ andfeVerity ; yet ftill I affirm we ought to 
open the wound, with as careful and gcnde a 
hand as may be« For fuch is the falie pride and 
Jrailty of men, that they would rather be thought 
wicked than be painted ridiculous: And theie-^ 
fore the firft flep towards converting them, is to 
alTure them^ that we truly efteem them, and are 
concerned for their fouls. 

I am well aware of certain paflag^s in the 
New Teftament which feem to countenance verf 
fevere language . againft unbelievers : But as we 
know not the pprfopal circumflances and aggra^ 
vations of theie particular cafes*; (And as upon 
a nearer view, almoft half the texts ufually cited 
upon this occafion, relate rather to immorality f , 
than what is commonly called berefy :) we ought 
certainly to guide Ourfelves by a ftronger and 
greater number of paf&ges on the pthcr fide 
of the queftion ** ; By tiie mild and amiable 

con- 

* Tit. 3. 10. 2 Joh. 7.9, iQ* 1 Tim- 1. to. 1 Con 16. £2. 
f Gal 5. ao. Tit. i. ik Ch* 3. 11. 
•• Mat. 7. r.&c. Rom. 14.4, 10. Gal. 6. t. PhU. 4. 5. Col. 
3. 14. 2 Tim. ;i. 24, 25. Tit. 3. 2> 3. lam. 3. 13. Ch. 4^ 
M' I Joh. z, 12. I Joh. 4. 20. 2 ThpC» 3. i^*^ 



canduft of our Savkwr hiwfelf f f i and by the 
ytry nmiit of the gofp&l^ whofe «nd is uni* 
verfal peace and reconcikmetiC in eitth and 
heaven. ---Noriiing can compel the mjnd but 
/Ttf/i: Nothing can pfa*difp<>fe it fevouf^blyi 

but kindrnffs: And therefore for a plain realbn^ 
the ridicule^ the fatfre, tb^ ^rath tf man cannot 
work the fi^bmujhefi' ef O^d. - Jam. i. »o.- 

' 4. P'ouetbly and i^/^/y, let usi eniSeavonr /A/ij to 
promote ttiligion in onr d}6:6arfe and writings ^ 
^d efpeeially in forming and inftruding the 
^oung eender minds -of tbii fUce. Let us firft 
lay a firm and <feep foundation in reafbn and 
morality, and then let m add the beautiful* 
fiiper-ftrufture of Chriftianity. Let m remem- 
ber that the Mngd&m of truth tannot he divided 
againji itfilf\ and that each of the above-men* 
doned fyftems magnified in fuch a manner as to 
exclude the other, cannot fiand as it is not of Gods 
— *Tis true. We are fet apart i&^f^, for thepro-^ 
Aotion of every art and fciencCj which ferves to' 
delight or inftruft us : To ibften our cares, or 
refine our pleafures > Yet ftill we muft deeply 
and ferioufly confider, that our great and prin- 
cipal duty confifts, io underftanding rightly the' 
obligations of Morality and Chriftianity, and 
explaining them accordingly. Every thing 
elle is only the luxuriance and garniture of the 
mind,.Th« ornament rather than the duty of 
life: Not our bufinefs, but dur amufement,' 
Not our ftudies, but our idlenefles; no ways 
capable, ftriAly fpeaking, either of charming, 
or fatisfying a reafonable immortal foul. 

In 

ff Mat 12. 18, 19, 20. Ch. II, zg. Luke 9.55. Joh. 13. 3^, 
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In fhort, 'tis from this place that the Church 
is to receive its greateft fupport, and infidelity, 
by a natural coniequence, its ftrongeft'oppofi- 
tion. And indeed with pleafure I flatter my 
felf that Deism, (in fpite of all its fuccels and 
encouragement) never will conquer this facred 
Afylum, this fure retreat of knowledge and rc-» 
ligion. In ftrift truth it never can, if z certain 
noted obfervation be true; " A little learning 
** makes men irreligious, a great deal conftantly 

^ ** preferves them, xuider a fober temperate venf- 

** ration for God**. 

Let us only place Chriftianity upon the rea* 
fonable foundation above-mentioned, and pro* 
mote it ia that amiable benevolent manner I 

r have recommended to you, and doubdefs we 
fhall be enabled, either to avert that unmerciful 
malice which purfues us at prefent, or fupport it 
like men. Wherefore my beloved Bretbreny be ye 
Jiedfafty unmoveable: always abounding in the 
work of the Lord^ forafmucb as ye know that 
your labour will not be in vain in the LorJ^ 
1 Cor, 15. 58, 
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